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SEA President’s Report
Week of March 10th, 2008

 
DO NOT PRINT, REPLY, OR FORWARD FROM A SCHOOL COMPUTER!

 
For information regarding YOUR Association, go to:

http://www.shorelineea.org
http://www.washingtonea.org/

http://www.nea.org
 
 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING TONIGHT!
March 10, 2008 at 7:00 PM in the Shoreline Room

There are three excellent reasons to join us at the Shoreline Center this evening. First and foremost,
we need to attend the school board meeting to send a clear message to administrators and school
board members that we expect balanced classes in 2008-2009. In addition, Parkwood’s steel drum
band will be performing, so you will be able to appreciate and support some of our talented musicians.
Last but not least, at 6:30 PM, come and help celebrate and express appreciation for our fantastic
support staff, including Michele Ellison, Shoreline’s Support Staff Person of the Year! Hope to see you
tonight!

 
 

Please remember the new SEA email addresses -
SEA President, Elizabeth Beck:

SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org
SEA Administrative Assistant, Krista Tenney:

SEA.Admin@WashingtonEA.org
 

 

POLITICAL ACTION NEWS
DO NOT PRINT, REPLY, OR FORWARD FROM A SCHOOL COMPUTER!

 
WEA-PAC Drive Results – Congratulations to Brookside Elementary – 81% of their staff are now WEA-
PAC members! Their building’s pizza lunch ‘prize’ (for the highest proportional membership at the end of our
drive) will be scheduled very soon. Additionally, Echo Lake, Parkwood, and Lake Forest Park Elementaries
have all surpassed our 40% goal, so congratulations are due there, as well. Remember that you can always
join WEA-PAC – see your building rep to sign up!
 

DO NOT PRINT, REPLY, OR FORWARD FROM A SCHOOL COMPUTER!
 
 

http://www.shorelineea.org/SEA_web/SEA.html
http://www.washingtonea.org/
http://www.nea.org/index.html
mailto:SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org
mailto:SEA.Admin@WashingtonEA.org


News to Use
 
Shoreline Education Association Email Address Change  – Email addresses for Elizabeth
Beck, SEA President, and Krista Tenney, SEA Administrative Assistant, have changed.  The new addresses
are SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org and SEA.Admin@WashingtonEA.org (using all lowercase letters is
fine, too). The email address for Donna Lurie, SEA’s UniServ Representative, remains the same:
DLurie@WashingtonEA.org. Thanks for updating your address books!

 
 
Class Size & Overload Update – As reported in last week’s President’s Reports, on February 26th we
reached the final stage in the grievance process. (In September, we filed a contract grievance over this year’s
class size imbalances, based upon our longstanding past practice of balancing class sizes.) In that grievance
mediation, district administrators agreed to work with us on logistical and procedural issues; for example, to
give teachers more input on how students are assigned during the year and to establish a timeline for when
teachers will receive notice about their overload support. But the district administration refuses to make any
firm commitment to balancing class sizes for this coming year. The SEA participants in that mediation worked
hard to propose solutions that took into account the district’s fiscal constraints, while still meeting our
members’ interests. Yet the district would not budge. In our discussions, the administration told us that they
feel they cannot use any additional resources to solve this problem.
 
Through the collective action of our membership so far this year, we’ve highlighted the administration’s poor
decisions, exerted pressure, forced some improvements and strengthened our association. So now it is up to
you, SEA members, to send a clear message that this issue still remains an important one for us – that we do
not accept ‘super-size’ classes as the new ‘Shoreline way.’ We need to show the administration and school
board that we are still united, that students, parents, and teachers are demanding that they balance class
sizes next year – and in the future.
 
Please attend the School Board Meeting tonight, March 10th, at 7:00 PM in the Shoreline Room to tell the
Shoreline School Board and administration that we expect balanced classes for the 2008-2009 school year!
 
 
Support Staff Appreciation Week, March 10-14 -  This week is Support Staff Appreciation Week,
a great time to recognize our classified colleagues who work with students and with us in countless ways and
make an incredible difference in children’s lives each day. A great way to kick off the week is to join your
colleagues at a reception tonight, March 10th at 6:30 PM at the Shoreline Room, honoring the 2008 Shoreline
Support Person of the Year, Michelle Ellison, who works at Shorewood High School. Hope to see you there! 
 
 
Dues Deductions –
again for your taxes…. Below are the Shoreline EA dues amounts for 2007. Each individual must contact their
tax advisor to determine whether their dues may be tax deductible.
         FTE                           Deductible Dues*
         .76-1.0                           $969.56
         .51-.75                           $751.16
         .26-.50                           $486.76
         .25 or less                      $257.68
* Each individual must contact their tax advisor to determine whether their
dues may be tax deductible.
 

mailto:SEA.Admin@WashingtonEA.org
mailto:SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org
mailto:DLurie@WashingtonEA.org


 
Dues Dollars at Work

 
 
WEA & NEA Rep. Assembly Delegates – The following SEA members have been elected to
represent you at the WEA-RA this coming May in Spokane. This list has been updated since last week, based
on the election follow-up work of our Nominations and Elections Co-chairs.

·         Matt Alford
·         Elizabeth Beck
·         Veronica Cook
·         Amanda Findley
·         Rebecca Moreno
·         Heather Stipulkosky
·         Liz Travis
·         Melissa Walsh
·         Sondra Wilson

The following SEA members have been elected to represent you at the NEA-RA this July in Washington D.C.
·         Elizabeth Beck
·         Amanda Findley

 
 
National Board Support – As mentioned in previous President’s Reports, WEA provides support for
educators working toward their National Board Certification. Click here to visit the WEA website, where you
can find out more about how to access that support.
 
 

Know Your Contract
 

Substitute Coverage – Shoreline has a new substitute coordinator this year, Kelly Martinez, who has
been working diligently to improve the district’s ‘fill rate’ – the number of absences actually filled with a
substitute. Nevertheless, there are occasions where a job goes unfilled, especially during cold and flu season,
when a substitute may become ill at the last minute. If you are asked by your building administrator to cover a
class during your planning time on an occasional basis, when a substitute is not available, please remember
that you should be compensated for that time at your per diem rate, as per contract section 58.5 (text is
below). See your office manager for details on how this process works, if you have questions. If you are being
asked to cover classes on a more-than-occasional basis, please contact Elizabeth Beck at
SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org or 425-486-7101, ext. 18.
 
58.5 Classroom Coverage. Employees who agree, upon the request of the District, to
cover classes for an absent certificated employee when a substitute is not
available shall be compensated at the employee’s per diem rate.
 
 

DO NOT PRINT, REPLY, OR FORWARD FROM A SCHOOL COMPUTER!
 
 

http://www.washingtonea.org/index.php?jos_change_template=_interior&option=com_content&task=view&id=35&Itemid=98
mailto:SEA.President@WashingtonEA.org


Thanks  for  all  you  do!
 
 

SEA Executive Board
Elizabeth Beck (SEA) – SEA President

Liz Travis (BKS) – SEA Vice-President & Bargaining Chair
Kerry Quinn (SY) – SEA Secretary

Matt Alford (BKS) & Joe Malek (SLC) – Nominations & Elections Co-Chairs
Corey Eichner (SC) – Legislative Chair
Jane O’Brien (SLC) – Member-at-Large

Melissa Walsh (RNCS) – Member-at-Large
Veronica Cook (SW) – SEA Building Rep-at-Large

 
 

SEA Office Contacts
Elizabeth Beck, SEA President ---- 425-486-7101 ext. 18

Krista Tenney, Assistant to the President ---- 425-486-7101 ext. 20
Donna Lurie, UniServ Representative ---- 425-486-7101 ext. 15

mailto:sea.president@washingtonea.org
mailto:sea.admin@washingtonea.org
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